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CURRENT ORGAN AND TISSUE DONATION NEWS

HONORING FIRST PERSON AUTHORIZATION
Brain Death and Donation after Circulatory Death (DCD)

LIVES SAVED IN 2021
From January 1
through December 31, 2021,
388 donors provided 1,062
life-saving organ transplants.

GEORGIA REGISTRY
50% of recovered organ donors
in the LifeLink of Georgia
service area during 2021 had
registered their decision to
become an organ donor .

The critical shortage continues for organs, tissue and eyes for transplant.
LifeLink works collaboratively with our hospital partners to carry out all
individual donation decisions, supporting our mutual mission of providing
organs for those individuals awaiting the gift of life.

The Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (UAGA) is the Legal
Foundation for Organ and Tissue Donation

The federal UAGA, first drafted in 1968, served as model legislation for state law.
The UAGA, in its updated form, is currently enacted in 47 states.
The UAGA places focus on personal autonomy in the donation process, meaning
that an individual's decision to become a donor takes precedence over the
wishes of any other party.

Gift Law, the Foundation of the UAGA, Governs
Anatomical Donations

Informed consent is a legal principle that applies to healthcare treatment
decisions.
Gift law differs from informed consent in that donation occurs after death. The
donation gift is a voluntary, legally binding, uncompensated transfer from one
individual to another.

First Person Authorization
Autonomous Decision is Final

Means

a

Donor's

Individuals have the right to make a legally-binding decision to become an organ,
tissue and eye donor prior to death.
A donor's decision cannot be changed by others, and authorization from any
party other than the donor is not required to carry out the donor's intent.
Permission from the donor's family is not required.

Gary Rosenbaum, heart recipient
and World Transplant Games
medalist

CONTACT US

We are Obligated to Respect and Honor the Autonomy
Rights of the Donor

The UAGA upholds the rights of the individual to make a decision to become a
donor.
Per the UAGA, the hospital shall not withdraw measures necessary to maintain
the option of donation until the OPO has had the chance to evaluate the
possibility of donation.

LifeLink Donor Referral Line:
1-800-882-7177
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COVID-19 AND ORGAN DONATION
Frequently Asked Questions

2021 LIVES SAVED

From January 1
through September 30,
2021, 298 donors
provided 818 lifesaving
organ transplants.

Should COVID-19 positive patients be referred to LifeLink?
Yes. Refer all patients that meet clinical triggers for donation, regardless
of age or diagnosis. Medical evaluation is conducted on a case-by-case
basis.

Are patients who are positive for COVID-19 candidates for
organ donation?
Yes, organs from COVID-19 positive individuals have been transplanted
safely.
Science is evolving for the organ transplant discipline.
Transplant centers continue to medically evaluate organs for those in
need of transplants.
Surgeons and specialists continue to monitor outcomes and modify
acceptance criteria, including organs positive for COVID-19, to provide
transplants safely.

Is transplantation continuing during the COVID-19
pandemic?

Valerie Franks, liver
recipient, pictured
with her daughter,
Aniston.

CONTACT US
LifeLink Donor Referral Line:
1-800-882-7177

Yes, organ and tissue donation and transplantation continue.
With over 106,000 people waiting for a lifesaving transplant in the United
States, the need for transplantable organs is ongoing.
LifeLink remains committed to maximizing all donation opportunities
while keeping our staff, recipients, and community safe.

How is LifeLink managing the impacts of COVID-19 on the
referral process?
We continue to collaborate with infectious disease specialists on
donors with a history of COVID-19.
The LifeLink team meets routinely with medical directors to determine
donation criteria.
LifeLink coordinators will provide direction and guidance to
hospital healthcare teams as donation criteria evolves.
Your support of our mission to save lives through
organ donation is greatly appreciated.

